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Btone is stylised with an intricate inlay.

Marural stone has been used as a
building material since the ir
gonstruction, The founda
ancient structure and art

ion for all
stone. In fact, all the seven wonders of
the ancient ( re built entirely
with natmral stone. Over the centuries,
several developments have taken place
in construction and cheaper and more
convenient alternative e have
become available
The greatest des
as a building material took place
during the second half of the 20
cenmury. [t was then that the traditonal
architectural use of blocks of rock as
structural elements in buildings was
transformed into a superfi
thin decorative sheets of stone with no
structural funcdon started to be
employed in buildings.

ment of stone

iery of stone
ilable in India and abread, in the
granite, marble, sandstone,
quartzite, slate ne or even semi-
5 stones, it 15 not possible o
fallow a ‘one-solutdon-fies-all®
approach. Different types of stones are
suitable for fagades, floors, carving,
inlays, jaalis, etc, in view of different

eption of

be said that, wll ¢
scratched the surfa t
be achieved with stone. Th
constantly experiment WS
materials in different ciropss
be able 1o offer perma
solutions to clients

In spite of the pr
architectural masterp
STOMNE SETVING a5 a s
about stone in India
inception, World over, Ind
is considered amao i
hundreds of variet
the country.

To understand and
versatlity of stone for «
activities, is o
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Stone, the preferred raw material for construction of ancient architectural marvels, is yet fo
gain acceptance for its versatility in the Indian construction sector.

Bis pylon struchure in Etah, depicting the evolution of life,

has been carved out of gold limestone and granite.

cultures, Stone can be used as an
architectural element and not just asa
decorative element. Solid stone pillar,
boundary walls, retaining walls; pylons
using solid stone blocks add volume
and character to any project.

Bath designs/tubs/basins: In
recent times, bathrooms have acquired
the status of a *haven’ of sorts.
Monolithic stone tubs and basins
carved out of blocks of stones, opulent
mosaic carpets, decorative inlay,
gold-leafed murals, cryseal basins,
gemstone bath tubs and inlayed ceilings
are some of the bathroom whims that
have been catered to. Quality and
finish are, of course, a given. Every
installation in the bathroom needs to
be protected from warer seepages to
ensure that the haven continues to be
in pristine condinon.

Facade building frontage: Since
time immemorial, architecture has
always unlised natural stone. It has
been the foremost choice for building
frontage and fagades. [t brings with it
timeless possibiliies and extremely low
maintenance over tme,

Hardscape: Hardscape, also called
hard landscaping, encompasses all the
non-plant design elements of the
landscaped area. All the cobbled

This three-feet high golf ball Is crafted out of Thassos marble.

walkways, walls, patios, fences, water
bodies, sculptures, planters, and rock
constitute the hardscape in residental
and hospitality projects, Hardscaping
represent the foundations and forms
the anchor of the landscaping plans,
Internal stone/mosaics/inlays:
Marble, travertine, onyx, slate, sand-
stone and granite can be used for
internal application that ranges from
elaborate pietra duri, mosaics and
inlays to rustic limestone and slate
interiors: The stonework is recom-
mended keepig in mind the budget,
aesthetics and the project conditions.
Stone furniture/accessories:
Natural stone and/or semi precious
materials when used together with
timber, steel or glass can make inter-
esting objects. From a coffee table with
inlay stone, petrified wood bar stools,
genmistone chandeliers or bar counter
ete, the range is exhaustive, A vist array
of materials and techniques can be
used to create objects of one’ choice,
Sculpture/lattice/relief work:
Artwork, be it in the form of sculp-
tures, murals and/or lattice, 15 an
integral part of design. Mot only does
it add meaning and substance to a
project, but it also helps to convey the
aesthetic sense, Thanks to collaboranon

with national and internationally
acclaimed architects and designers, such
products find their way into projects all
over the world,

Cost factor

Stone, when compared to other
building materials, is relatively costly,
The cost of sourcing stones 1s not as
expensive as carving and its
customisation possibilities, Working on
it is more difficult than with other
building materials. A few factors make
it costlier like weight and scarcity of
good grades. Stone has numerous
customisation possibilities; moreover, it
has innumerable benefits. Some of it
includes better life span, low
maintenance cost, it is eco-friendly and
blends well with the surrounding due
to its natural look and feel, lew |
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Odyssey: Stone Architecture
* & Design has been involved
« In some ingenious hard-
scape projects like Pune's Hyatt Regency;
The Ritz Carlton, Bengaluru; New Delhi
Alrport-T3; Kempinski, Shahdara; a 32-foot-
high pylon for a bio-diversity park in
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To share your insight on interesting construction materials, write in at feedback@ASAPPmedia.com
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